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Cllr Jim Davies 

Firstly may I offer my apologies for not being with you all at the meeting tonight and thank our Deputy 

Mayor Cllr Sarah Jones for chairing the meeting in my absence. I know Sarah will have already done so but I 

would like to welcome back to the Council Nigel and Peter who bring a wealth of local knowledge and 

experience with them from their previous time serving on Llanwrtyd Wells Town Council. 

Despite all the disruptions and the lockdown regulations caused by the Covid 19 pandemic it has been a 

very busy year. On behalf of the Council I have attended over sixty meetings. As restrictions were eased 

and finally lifted there have been many functions to attend and opening ceremonies such as the Library 

and Heritage Trails.   

   Just after taking the chair there was a constant stream of letters from Mr Garland regarding the right of 

way to the side of the Victoria Hall? This in turn caused many hours of work trying to find the Deeds of the 

Victoria Hall which had been, as it turned out, deposited in the County Archives but not been entered on 

the Council’s Asset Register. The matter of the right of way has still not been resolved and is ongoing.  

The Council decided to enlist the help of Broadway Broadband to install a Fibre Optic Broadband system 

into the Llanwrtyd and Abergwesyn area. Thanks to the hard and determined work of our Deputy Mayor 

Cllr Sarah Jones we have managed to get 30% of households in the area to sign a registration of interest in 

the scheme. I am very pleased to say that now with this 30% we are now in a position to get the scheme up 

and running and into the planning stage. Well done Sarah. 

Another major concern to the town was the announcement by Mr Paul Davies that he was retiring at the 

end of the year and his pharmacy would cease trading on the 31st of December. I am pleased to say that 

with the help of our neighbouring Councils Treflys, Llangammarch Wells, County Councillor Tim Van Rees, 

James Evans MS, Fay Jones MP, Jane Dodds AS and the Powys Community Health Board we successfully 

proved the need to retain the valuable services of a Pharmacy and as a result Mr Dylan Jones has 

negotiated and successfully carried on the Business there. Recently we have been informed that Powys 

Teaching Health Board has successfully negotiated the purchase of the Health Centre. This will 

undoubtedly secure the future of the whole building and the services it provides. 

On a lighter note, last September Llanwrtyd played host to a film company who took over the Square and 

surrounding area to film an advert for Perfect Draft, a beer dispensing machine. Based on a Bavarian 

October Fest it was a very successful weekend with many locals taking part and providing a welcome relief 

from the hardships of Covid Lockdown which we had all been enduring.  

Last year the question of companies buying farms for Afforestation has appeared again with the 

announcement of two more farms around Llanwrtyd being bought for this purpose. One of the farms is in 

our area and the other one is partially in our area.  We are in negotiations with land owners and their 

agents to meet with them and see what they can offer if anything towards offsetting the impact of the ever 

increasing impact of afforestation on our landscape. 

After long and sometimes frustrating negotiations the Library reopened on the 5th April. I would like to 

thank Cllr Lynda Pace Avery for negotiating with Powys County Council and Ysgol Dolafon on our behalf. 

There were times when it looked to me as if we would be losing the library services in Llanwrtyd and a 



successful outcome was due in no small part  to Lynda’s hard work and perseverance on our behalf. Thank 

you Lynda. 

We were invited by the Association of Jewish Refugees to be one of only three locations in Wales where a 

tree would be planted on their behalf to celebrate their 80 trees for 80 years event. Although the 

ceremony we planned could not go ahead due to Covid restrictions. We did have a small planting 

ceremony on January the 27th and decided to hold a dedication ceremony with invited guests and 

dignitaries later in the year. This took place on April the 28th in conjunction with Holocaust Remembrance 

Day. It was well attended and guests enjoyed light refreshments afterwards. Thanks again to Lynda who 

worked with me to organise these two events.  

There have been many other smaller issues to contend with such as planning issues, anti-social behaviour, 

dog fouling and litter bins, Defibrillators to name but a few. I would also like to put on record my thanks to 

the Dolwen Field Committee for their hard and dedicated work in transforming the Dolwen Field area from 

a neglected field into a usable asset for the town. This work is ongoing and I wish them well in their 

endeavours with the future work and plans they have for the Field. A future event which will highlight the 

transformation of the field will be Her Majesty the Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in June. This 

event will highlight the accessibility of the Pavilion and hopefully show what a great assent that is and see 

how it has been transformed with the addition of an access road and car park. My Thanks to Cllr Cheryl 

Rickard and Cllr Lynda Pace Avery for their ongoing work towards making this a great event and leading the 

committee in organising it, along with all the clubs and associations which will be taking part during the 

four days of celebrations to make it all happen. 

As ever we are struggling with finances and although we did not raise the precept this year there are areas 

of concern which will need addressing in the next year, namely the Dolwen Field Pavilion and the Public 

Toilets. Both these facilities are running at a loss at the moment but now that Covid rules are relaxed we 

won’t have the high cleaning costs associated with that. However the rising energy costs will have to be 

taken into consideration in the future. 

I would like to thank you all as members of Llanwrtyd Town Council for your input, help and attendance 

during the past year. Also for putting yourself forward for the next term of office.  It can be quite a 

thankless job especially when we have to sometimes tell people what they don’t want to hear after a 

decision has been made. But you have all made a great effort to work as a team and I appreciate the help 

you have given me in carrying out my role as Mayor and Chair of the Council. My thanks to Rhys Lewis for 

showing an interest in the Council’s work at such a young age and by attending many of our past meetings 

both online and in person. I am sure there will eventually be a seat around the table as a member for you 

in time to come. Until then I wish you good luck with your exams and University career.  Thank you all very 

much. 

Finally, I would like to thank our Town Clerk Cheryl Hood for keeping me on the straight and narrow. 

Pointing me in the right direction and giving me help and advice whenever needed. You have shown great 

professionalism and carried out your position as Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer with great 

dignity and patience at all times. Even when dealing with Messer’s Zurich & Co and they, I can assure you, 

are great patience testers. Cheryl, thank you very much.      


